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EDITORIAL NOTE
THE DAVIS WILL CASE - A STUDY IN
CONTINGENT REMAINDERS
"The notion of a contingent remainder," according to Chief
Justice Wiles, "is a matter of a good deal of nicety".' His-
torically, it would seem that remainders of one sort or another
have been sanctioned in the common law ever since the reign of
King John,2 though the more precise distinction between vested
I Parkhurst v. Smith, Willes 327, 337, 125 Eng. Rep. R. 1197, 1202 (H. L.
1741). The learned judge added, ". ... and if I should trouble you with
all that is said in the books concerning contingent remainders and the in-
stances that are put of such contingent remainders I am afraid it would
rather tend to puzzle than enlighten the ease."
2 HUNTER, FINES (1835) vol. 1, 34, citing a fine of 1192, granting to Mary
for life; "reversion" after her death to her son Hugh, in special tail;
"reversion", in default of issue, to her son Stephen, in special tail.
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